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What is phonics?

A A method of teaching people to read
and spell by correlating sounds with
symbols in an alphabetic writing
system.

A Multi - sensory T see, hear, feel, do.



Why Phonics?

A Being able to read is the most
Important skill children will learn
during their early schooling.

A Far - reaching implications for lifelong
confidence and well - being.



Adigh Quality phonic teaching secures the
skill of word recognition.

AOnce mastered, enables children to read
fluently and automatically.

fOnce children are fluent readers they are
able to concentrate on the meaning of the
text.

AVlove from learning to read to reading for
pleasure and purpose.

Areaches skills for spelling i being a resilient
speller



English Language

The English language is made up of:
42 phonemes

Represented by 26 graphemes



Some definitions

Phoneme 1T The smallest unit of sound In
a word.

Grapheme 1 graphical representation
of a sound/ phoneme

4 for some phonemes, this could be more
than one letter.

e.g.t, ai, Iigh



Digraphs/trigraphs

Digraph = 2 letters making one phoneme
Trigraph = 3 letters making one phoneme

A consonant digraph  contains two consonants
next to each other, but they make a single
sound.

e.g. sh, ck, th, Il

A vowel digraph  contains at least one vowel but
the two letters still make a single sound

e.g. al ee ar oy



Adjacent consonants

Two or three consonants that can be
sounded out separately

cr,sp, bl, tw, sk, nd, Ip, Ik

hey can be In the initial or final point
In a word.

stop fr og pond best tw st
scrunch str eet



Skills used In phonics

Merging phonemes together to pronounce a
word.

To read an unfamiliar word, a child must

link a phoneme to each letter or letter

group in a word and then merge them
together to say the word = Grapheme -
Phoneme Correspondence (GPC)

shi o1 p

tT al - |
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Skills used In phonics

Blending for reading
Merging phonemes together to pronounce a

word. Taught before shown letters I oral.

To read an unfamiliar word, a child must link
a phoneme to each letter or letter group in a
word and then merge them together to say

the word = Grapheme - Phoneme
Correspondence (GPC)

shi o1 p

tr a1 |

Phonics fingers

11



Segmentation for spelling

Hearing individual phonemes within a word.

E.g. crash has 4 phonemesc 1T r 1T aTl sh
To spell a word a child must segment a word into
the individual phonemes and choose a letter or
letter combination to represent the phonemes.

For example a child may write:

oT he c ablakwiadhada wiet tayl anda pinc
noas. 0
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49
DY =

It 1z tighm too gow hoam
sed v kator pilla .

But Iy doat wont2 gow
howm sed th butorflie .
ly wontto staly heyr .

rﬂ‘pw
=
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DY =

NIt 1 s til me t o ¢
sald the caterplllar.

NnBut | donot war
home, 0O sal d t he

nl want to stay

ey
e



Blending and segmenting

A It Is Important that children know
and understand that blending and
segmenting are reversible.
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Phoneme buttons

St leg mop
can fit
frog tent

= One grapheme for one phoneme



ch 1l fort d uck

th at w alt sh ed

beard stro ng ch ur ch

= Two/ three graphemes for one phoneme



Have a go

A How would you segment these
words?:
A Shark
A Paint
A Helper
A Shrink
A Speech
A Pie
A Monkey

White boards



High frequency and tricky words

Alongside the teaching of phonics
Atrickyo high frequert
not segmented but taught as whole
words, recognised on sight.

ou el cbheys aveall, the,

\J \ \ L/ W, \
] ) ] ] ) ]
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